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marked off not only from the oases and the Nile Valley
through the ozone richness of the air, but it equals (anyhow in
winter) the most favourable ozone stations of Europe '.
Perhaps it is this that accounts for the * lure of the desert',
which cannot be cured in him that has once tasted of it.
The sandy floor of this tract soon gave way to gravel, and
the baggage animals were sent straight ahead while my small
party made a detour to visit the well of 'Uj,1 which we found
about five miles on from our camp in one of the valleys de-
scending from the Summan uplands. We came suddenly
upon a basin of dirty, ruffled gypsum about half a mile across,
which recalled the Jifadir of Jabrin and looked almost like
the bleached remains of an ancient settlement, although we
found no remains of actual buildings. This impression was,
however, enchanced by the discovery of plentiful relics of
man similar to those of Jabrin—fragments of household
pottery and bangles and rough flints used for fire-lighting.
Perhaps the princes of Jabrin had come out here with their
families to enjoy the better hunting of those days and had
pitched their tents about the single well now completely
buried by sand. Salim had not heard of its being actually
used by the Badawin these many years, but he had ap-
parently camped on it himself in a bygone age when, so far as
he could remember, water was to be found in it at 15 or 16
fathoms. The supply was, however, intermittent and de-
- pendent on the seasonal rains, and the modern Badawin have
no longer the energy to dig to such depths on a sporting
chance. The long drought of recent times has sapped both
their vigour and their optimism.
All round the gypseous circle extended in dull monotone a
vast featureless gravel plain which was at length succeeded
by a pleasant, cheerful tract of sandy downs with a rich
covering of Ghadha, in which 'Ali stalked and shot a hare. Its
colouring of light chestnut struck me as being something
different from the specimens we had already secured, and I
insisted on its being carried in a leather water-bucket to
prevent unnecessary elongation by the ordinary process of
1 <7/. Burton's Arabian Nights where reference is made in the tale of
'Abdullah ibn Fazil to a city named *Auj.

